THE

ASHTADHYAYI OF PANINL
AP WATHAR A

Salutation to the Supreme Spirit.

HY TSHTFWTERH 1
Now un explanation of words.

The term =y “now” in the sftra indicates a commencement, and points
out that a dissertation is to be offered on the science of words, viz. Grammar
and Philology. The term =syamresr means explanation of any system. * This
is an =pRysTT slitra, and introduces the subject.

An aphorism or siitra is of six kinds, &7 or ‘a definition,” 4iTATST or the
‘key to interpretation,” Ry or ‘the statement of a general rule, ffgmgor ‘a
restrictive rule,” SITSRTC or ‘a head or governing rule, which exerts a direct-
ing or governing influence over other rules/ and =fa¥Er or ‘extended

application by analogy.’

The Pratyihara Sitras.
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The above fourteer aphorisms contain the arrangement of Sanskrit
alphabets for grammatical purposes. 'l'ne anusvira and the visarga, the
jihvi-mullya and the upadh miniya are not contained in the above list.
The final 7 in the consonants &, % &c., is merely for the sake of articulation.
The final pure consonants in the several aphorisms as o, &, ¥ &c., are non-
efficient or 7. The ¥&mRIT is 2 grammatical symbol or abbreviation and is
formed bytaking any letter which is not a non-efficient letter and joiming it with
any non-efficient letter that follows it. This gives a name which stands for the
former non-efficient letter and for all the other letters intervening between it and
the non-efficient letter. Thus sy means all the vowels, €% meansall the con-
sonants, g means all soft unaspirate gfonson'ants, =€ means all hard unaspirate
consonants. Though numerous pratydhiras could be formed, practically
however, there are only 42 pratyahiras ; as given below:—
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The same letter o1 is made usc of as sygg=F or an indicatory letter
both in the sixth sfitra oy and in the first sy 3. There arises consequently



2. INTRODUCTION,

the doubt, whether the pratyahiras %79y and 39 when they are employed in
Pénini's Grammar are formed with the o of the former or with the @ of the
latter sfitra, and one might, on that account, consider it impossible to ascertain
what Pénini intended to denote by %% and xor when he employed these
terms. To remove this doubt there is the following paribhshé :—

“The precise meaning of an ambiguous term is ascertained from in.
terpretation, for a rule, even though it contain an ambiguous term, must never-
the less teach something definite.”

Accordingly we learn from interpretation tnat the term Sy except
in Sutra I. 1. 69, is formed by means of the’ o of the first s@tra and that
the term ¥ is formed by means of the 9 of the suhsequent sitra.



